Imaginary Biographies
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There are some people whose appearance in history for a few brief seconds has
made them famous for all time. History, in fact, has often been made by the chance
action of a single person. Such incidents—the recognition of Louis XVI on his
flight from France, or the interruption of Coleridge in the middle of writing
Kubla Khan—are recorded, but little or nothing is known of the person respon-
sible for them.
In this book, some half-dozen imaginary stories of the lives of such persons
are related.
The authors have been chosen for their ability to tell a good story j their
knowledge of the period about which they write is incidental, but it is very
real. The subjects cover as wide a choice as possible, and we meet, among other
interesting personages, the captain of St. Paul's ship, and the original of the
Mono. Lisa,
Brahms: His Life and Work
by KARL GEIRINGER
Demy 8-vo.	Illustrated	izs. 6d.
"This is ... the best existing book on Brahms, Not only has the author had
access to a mass -of new material in the shape of hitherto unpublished letters,
but he has known how to assemble it in an interesting and readable form. One
may not always agree with his conclusions, but it is impossible not to respect
his judgment, either of the man or of the music, to which ample space is devoted."
—edward sackvillb west in the New Statesman.
The Maker of Modern Japan
THE   LIFE  OF  TOKVGAWA  IBYA9U
by PROFESSOR A. L. SADLER
Mtd. 8-vo.	Illustrated	16$.
In the course of Japanese mediaeval and modern history there have been five great
military administrators who by common consent stand out above the rest. Of
these two lived in the izth century, Taira Kiyomori and Minamoto Yoritomo,
the latter the founder of the institution of the Shogunate or Hereditary Military
Dictatorship, while the other three, Oda Nobunaga, Toyotomi Hideyoshi and
Tokugawa leyasu, were contemporary in the i6th. The last of these three, with
•whose life this book deals, may well be described as the perfector of the system
inaugurated by Yoritomo. Not onljAdid Tokugawa leyasu found a dynasty of
rulers and organize a system of government, but he rounded off his achievements
by contriving before his death to arrange for his deification afterwards.
The biography is a really important contribution to our knowledge of Japanese
history, containing much valuable first-hand scholarship, and it is likely to become
a standard work on the period.
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